CHAPTER SEVEN

WISE PEOPLE PUT GREAT EMPHASIS ON BIBLE PROPHECY AND
ON ETERNITY
“For the Lord GOD does nothing
without revealing his secret
to his servants the prophets.
Amos 3:7 (ESV)
So teach us to number our days
that we may get a heart of wisdom.
Psalm 90:12 (RSV)
Blessed is he who reads aloud the words of the prophecy, and blessed are those who hear, and who
keep what is written therein; for the time is near.
Revelation 1:3 (RSV)
And behold, I am coming soon.”
Blessed is he who keeps the words of the prophecy of this book.
Revelation 22:7 (RSV)
Where there is no prophecy the people cast off restraint,
but blessed is he who keeps the law.
Proverbs 29:18(RSV)
Open my eyes, that I may behold
wondrous things out of thy law.
Psalm 119:18 (RSV)
Thy word is a lamp to my feet
and a light to my path.
Psalm 119:105 (RSV)
18

I warn every one who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if any one adds to them, God
will add to him the plagues described in this book, 19 and if any one takes away from the words of
the book of this prophecy, God will take away his share in the tree of life and in the holy city, which
are described in this book.
Revelation 22:18-19 (RSV)

Wise people make the effort to learn how to understand the prophecies in the Bible, whereas
others, especially the wicked, do not.
The above statement may sound rather strong, but there is authority for it from no less than the angel
Gabriel. He appeared to the prophet Daniel and gave him a huge amount of information about what is
going to happen in the future in the years leading up to the end of this age, the coming of the antichrist
and the return of Jesus Christ. (See Daniel chapters nine to twelve).
The point is that Gabriel tells Daniel that what he has just been told and the visions he has seen are for
"the time of the end". Thus they could not be fully understood in Daniel’s own day but will be
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understandable in the future, when the end approaches. However, even then, they will only be
understood by those who are wise:
1

"At that time shall arise Michael, the great prince who has charge of your people. And there shall
be a time of trouble, such as never has been since there was a nation till that time; but at that time
your people shall be delivered, every one whose name shall be found written in the book. 2And
many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to
shame and everlasting contempt. 3And those who are wise shall shine like the brightness of the
firmament; and those who turn many to righteousness, like the stars for ever and ever. 4But you,
Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, until the time of the end. Many shall run to and fro,
and knowledge shall increase."
Daniel 12:1-4 (RSV)
8

I heard, but I did not understand. Then I said, "O my lord, what shall be the issue of these
things?" 9He said, "Go your way, Daniel, for the words are shut up and sealed until the time of the
end. 10Many shall purify themselves, and make themselves white, and be refined; but the wicked
shall do wickedly; and none of the wicked shall understand; but those who are wise shall
understand.
Daniel 12:8-10 (RSV)
So, the things that Daniel was told by Gabriel would not make complete sense until later, i.e. not until
after Jesus had come, and the books of Matthew and Revelation, and others, had been written.
Indeed, the things that Gabriel told Daniel will not be fully understood until the very end, when the
prophesied events are about to unfold.
When the time comes, the people of that day will be given the insight and inspiration that they need to
make full sense of the prophecies. We are now much closer to those days that Gabriel spoke of.
Therefore it is increasingly open to us to read and understand these prophecies in the Bible.
We can do so now, up to a point. However, in due course, as the end approaches, we will be fully
able to do so, provided we are wise enough, and humble enough, to read the prophetic parts of the
Bible with a right heart-attitude and with a correct approach to Bible interpretation. See Book Three
for a fuller discussion of how to approach the Bible in general and prophecy in particular.
However the wicked, whether they are outright unbelievers or false religious people, will never be
able to understand the prophecies. So, there is a serious warning to us. It is essential that we become
wise enough to understand Bible prophecy. And the need to do that should matter to us. Indeed,
having a heart that sincerely wants to understand the Bible properly, whether the prophetic or nonprophetic parts, is a vital first step to becoming able to grasp it. Then you can become one of the
people who can understand what God has revealed to His servants the Prophets:
"For the Lord GOD does nothing without revealing his secret to his servants the prophets.
Amos 3:7 (ESV)

Wise people think of the long term, and of eternity, not just the present
People who are wise will emphasise eternity and put a high value on it. They consider it to be
important, but they also fear it, because they know that for every genuine believer eternity will begin
with a personal, face to face judgment at which he will be examined and assessed. We all need to fear
that Day of Judgment and take it seriously.
However, we also need to long for what lies beyond it. It is going to be an eternity without sin,
sickness or death and with the opportunity to see God face to face and to live with Him and be
governed by Him.
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That has got to be far more important, and far better, than anything we have now. So, eternity should
be our focus. We also need to keep reminding ourselves that this physical Earth that we live on now
has been promised to God's people. One day the righteous will inherit it, and live upon it again for
1000 years, whereas the wicked will not.
"Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth”.
Matthew 5:5 (RSV)
The more we can develop an eternal perspective on life and see the reality of what lies ahead in the
distant (and eternal) future, the wiser we will be. Also the more our present actions and decisions will
be affected. That is because, as we are looking forward to what is ahead, it becomes increasingly real
to us. That then influences how we choose to live now:
5

My deliverance draws near speedily, my salvation has gone forth, and my arms will rule the
peoples; the coastlands wait for me, and for my arm they hope. 6Lift up your eyes to the heavens,
and look at the earth beneath; for the heavens will vanish like smoke, the earth will wear out like a
garment, and they who dwell in it will die like gnats; but my salvation will be for ever, and my
deliverance will never be ended.
Isaiah 51:5-6 (RSV)
1

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed
away, and the sea was no more. 2And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of
heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband; 3and I heard a loud voice from the
throne saying, "Behold, the dwelling of God is with men. He will dwell with them, and they shall be
his people, and God himself will be with them; 4he will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and
death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning nor crying nor pain any more, for the
former things have passed away."
Revelation 21:1-4 (RSV)
A wise person will give much greater weight and emphasis to what is going to happen to them in
eternity than to what may be happening to them now in this life. However difficult our circumstances
may be, they can never be as bad as the Lake of Fire. And, however long our sufferings in this life
may last, it cannot be as long as eternity. Once you grasp simple points like those, you will become
far more willing to give up what you have in this life, or even to give up life itself, in order to gain an
eternal life of bliss and joy:
25

He who loves his life loses it, and he who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26
If any one serves me, he must follow me; and where I am, there shall my servant be also; if any one
serves me, the Father will honor him.
John 12:25-26 (RSV)
Moreover, when it comes to money, possessions, power and status, a wise person will realise that
those things are only very temporary. Thus he will focus on building up treasure for himself in
Heaven. In short, this means living in such a way as to do well and be rewarded at the Judgment Seat
of Christ. (See Book Four)
“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and where
thieves break in and steal, 20 but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor
rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal.
Matthew 6:19-20 (RSV)
19

If we become Christians and in particular if we then go on to become mature and genuine disciples,
there will be rewards and positions that Jesus will give out to those who have served Him faithfully
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and productively. Therefore those are the things we should focus on, i.e. what our position will be in
His Kingdom, not what we have to eat, drink or wear today:
Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What
shall we wear?’ 32 For the Gentiles seek all these things; and your heavenly Father knows that you
need them all. 33 But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things shall be
yours as well.
Matthew 6:31-33 (RSV)
31

A person who has their mind set on eternity and on God’s Kingdom will have enough understanding
and motivation to ensure that they enter by the narrow gate and stay on the hard way that leads to life.
Most people do not choose to do those things, partly because their minds are so strongly focused on
the present.
“Enter by the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the way is easy, that leads to destruction, and
those who enter by it are many. 14 For the gate is narrow and the way is hard, that leads to life, and
those who find it are few.
Matthew 7:13-14 (RSV)
13

We will also have the motivation needed to endure the extra difficulties and persecutions that will
come to us for being faithful disciples and for sharing the gospel with unbelievers. A faithful
Christian life will inevitably result in hostility and opposition. However, it is worth it when one
considers what lies ahead of us in eternity. I have included a lot of sample passages here to
demonstrate how frequently the Bible addresses this theme:
I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to
be revealed to us.
Romans 8:18 (RSV)
“Behold, I send you out as sheep in the midst of wolves; so be wise as serpents and innocent as
doves. 17 Beware of men; for they will deliver you up to councils, and flog you in their synagogues,
18
and you will be dragged before governors and kings for my sake, to bear testimony before them
and the Gentiles. 19 When they deliver you up, do not be anxious how you are to speak or what you
are to say; for what you are to say will be given to you in that hour; 20 for it is not you who speak,
but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you. 21 Brother will deliver up brother to death, and
the father his child, and children will rise against parents and have them put to death; 22 and you
will be hated by all for my name’s sake. But he who endures to the end will be saved.
Matthew 10:16-22 (RSV)
16

“So have no fear of them; for nothing is covered that will not be revealed, or hidden that will not
be known. 27 What I tell you in the dark, utter in the light; and what you hear whispered, proclaim
upon the housetops. 28 And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather fear
him who can destroy both soul and body in hell.
Matthew 10:26-28 (RSV
26

32

So everyone who acknowledges me before men, I also will acknowledge before my Father who is
in heaven; 33 but whoever denies me before men, I also will deny before my Father who is in
heaven.
Matthew 10:32-33 (RSV)
7

But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. 8 Indeed I count everything as
loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have
suffered the loss of all things, and count them as refuse, in order that I may gain Christ 9 and be
found in him, not having a righteousness of my own, based on law, but that which is through faith
in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith; 10 that I may know him and the power
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of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death,
I may attain the resurrection from the dead.

11

that if possible

12

Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect; but I press on to make it my own,
because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 13 Brethren, I do not consider that I have made it my
own; but one thing I do, forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14 I
press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.
Philippians 3:7-14 (RSV)
17

Brethren, join in imitating me, and mark those who so live as you have an example in us. 18 For
many, of whom I have often told you and now tell you even with tears, live as enemies of the cross
of Christ. 19 Their end is destruction, their god is the belly, and they glory in their shame, with
minds set on earthly things. 20 But our commonwealth is in heaven, and from it we await a Saviour,
the Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who will change our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power
which enables him even to subject all things to himself.
Philippians 3:17-21 (RSV)
4

because we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love which you have for all the
saints, 5 because of the hope laid up for you in heaven. Of this you have heard before in the word of
the truth, the gospel
Colossians 1:4-5 (RSV)
If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at
the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth. 3
For you have died, and your life is hid with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is our life appears,
then you also will appear with him in glory.
Colossians 3:1-4 (RSV)
We cannot claim that we have not been warned in advance of the difficulties and opposition that
living as a faithful disciple will generate. The Bible is very plain about that. However, it is also very
clear about the rewards that await us. Therefore we have every basis for confidence and hope and
every reason to want to maximise our knowledge and understanding of God’s Word.

Wise people are alert and waiting for the rapture of the Church
We are all expected to take Bible prophecy seriously and to work hard to learn how to understand it.
However, we are particularly commanded to be alert and ready while we wait for the rapture of the
Church. That is when Jesus will return to take all real Christians away and begin the judgment of the
Church, known as the Judgment Seat of Christ. (See Book Four) Look at how strongly Jesus spoke
of this:
26

Then they will see THE SON OF MAN COMING IN CLOUDS with great power and glory. 27 And then
He will send forth the angels, and will gather together His elect from the four winds, from the
farthest end of the earth to the farthest end of heaven.
“Now learn the parable from the fig tree: when its branch has already become tender and puts
forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. 29 Even so, you too, when you see these things
happening, recognize that He is near, right at the door. 30 Truly I say to you, this generation will not
pass away until all these things take place. 31 Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will
not pass away. 32 But of that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son,
but the Father alone.
28

145

“Take heed, keep on the alert; for you do not know when the appointed time will come. 34 It is like
a man away on a journey, who upon leaving his house and putting his slaves in charge, assigning
to each one his task, also commanded the doorkeeper to stay on the alert. 35 Therefore, be on the
alert—for you do not know when the master of the house is coming, whether in the evening, at
midnight, or when the rooster crows, or in the morning— 36 in case he should come suddenly and
find you asleep. 37 What I say to you I say to all, ‘Be on the alert!’”
33

Mark 13:26-37 (NASB)
Jesus is not telling us of these things for academic interest, but so that we can make ourselves ready
for Him. He tells us very clearly to “Be on the alert” He also specifies that he is saying that to us
all, not just to a special few or to a single generation. He wants all of us, in every generation, to be
aware that we could be the generation whose lives are suddenly interrupted by the rapture.
That is when Jesus will return, without any prior notice, and take His whole Church away, i.e. the real
believers, to face His judgment. Then, years later, He will return visibly to the Earth to take up His
place as King of Israel and Judge of all the whole Earth.
The timing of that subsequent event, the Second Coming, will be possible to work out in advance for
those who come to believe in Jesus after the rapture. It can be planned for and awaited. However, the
rapture which proceeds it will be completely sudden and with no specific build up or advance
warning. Therefore, Jesus wants every generation to be ready for it at all times, because we can never
know with it will happen.
That can only be done if we remain alert all the time. A wise person takes that command seriously and
doesn’t ignore it. Sadly that is not what most people do, even real Christians in relatively good
churches. It cannot be wise to ignore Bible prophecy. Even so, most people do choose to ignore it.

Wise people do not make this present physical Earth their focus
We are seeing at present an increasingly widespread and obsessive interest, in the condition of this
planet and its ecology, climate, sustainability etc. There is nothing wrong with caring for the
environment. Indeed, it is our responsibility as part of our stewardship of this Earth to look after it
sensibly.
However what we are being presented with at the moment is a barrage of propaganda from the media
and also from governments about alleged climate change and the alleged role of carbon dioxide
emissions in causing so called ‘global warming’. Concern about this has reached the level of frenzy
for many people, even in the churches. This alarmist message is being taught with zeal in schools and
universities, as if it was proven fact, when it is actually just a very flimsy and unproven theory.
One has to remember that the very same people who are now predicting global warming were, until
the mid-late 1980s, predicting a coming ice age in which they said world temperatures would drop
drastically. Now they say the exact opposite, without any mention of their 180° change of mind, let
alone an apology, or even an explanation, for it. I can personally testify that they were saying such
things, because it was taught to me at school in the late 1970s. I took an interest in it thereafter and
thought it odd when the whole content and direction of their warnings were completely reversed.
However, for the moment, the point we need to address is whether we should be making the condition
of our atmosphere and of the planet’s animal and plant life such a central and urgent concern. Should
a Christian be focused on those things? Should such issues alarm us and grip our attention, as they do
with the unbelieving, secular world?
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Without needing to get into the science of it, or rather the alleged science, we can answer the question
more simply by looking at what the Bible has to say about this planet and its future. When we do that
we see that this physical Earth is going to be totally destroyed by fire, or at least its surface. The
whole world is going to be so thoroughly judged by God that at least the planet’s surface will be
burned up. That is quite apart from the terrible judgment that will also come upon the Earth’s
inhabitants. Look at what the prophet Isaiah has to say:
1

Behold, the LORD will lay waste the earth and make it desolate, and he will twist its surface and
scatter its inhabitants. 2 And it shall be, as with the people, so with the priest; as with the slave, so
with his master; as with the maid, so with her mistress; as with the buyer, so with the seller; as with
the lender, so with the borrower; as with the creditor, so with the debtor. 3 The earth shall be utterly
laid waste and utterly despoiled; for the LORD has spoken this word.
Isaiah 24: 1-3 (RSV)
6

Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look at the earth beneath; for the heavens will vanish like
smoke, the earth will wear out like a garment, and they who dwell in it will die like gnats; but my
salvation will be for ever, and my deliverance will never be ended.
Isaiah 51: 6 (RSV)
For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth; and the former things shall not be remembered
or come into mind.
Isaiah 65:17 (RSV)
15

"For behold, the LORD will come in fire, and his chariots like the storm wind, to render his
anger in fury, and his rebuke with flames of fire. 16For by fire will the LORD execute judgment,
and by his sword, upon all flesh; and those slain by the LORD shall be many.
Isaiah 66:15-16 (RSV)
Look also at how the prophet Zephaniah speaks of this:
“I will utterly sweep away everything
from the face of the earth,” declares the LORD.
3
“I will sweep away man and beast;
I will sweep away the birds of the heavens
and the fish of the sea,
and the rubble with the wicked.
I will cut off mankind
from the face of the earth,” declares the LORD.
Zephaniah 1:2-3 (ESV)
“Therefore wait for me,” declares the Lord,
“for the day when I rise up to seize the prey.
For my decision is to gather nations,
to assemble kingdoms,
to pour out upon them my indignation,
all my burning anger;
for in the fire of my jealousy
all the earth shall be consumed.
Zephaniah 3:8 (ESV)
Apostle Peter puts it even more starkly and tells us that this present Earth, or at least its surface, is
going to be utterly burned away, such that nothing will be left. Thus there will be no remaining soil
or vegetation of any kind after this process of judgment is completed:
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1

This is now the second letter that I have written to you, beloved, and in both of them I have
aroused your sincere mind by way of reminder; 2 that you should remember the predictions of the
holy prophets and the commandment of the Lord and Saviour through your apostles. 3 First of all
you must understand this, that scoffers will come in the last days with scoffing, following their own
passions 4 and saying, "Where is the promise of his coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep,
all things have continued as they were from the beginning of creation." 5 They deliberately ignore
this fact, that by the word of God heavens existed long ago, and an earth formed out of water and
by means of water, 6 through which the world that then existed was deluged with water and
perished. 7 But by the same word the heavens and earth that now exist have been stored up for fire,
being kept until the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men.
2 Peter 3: 1-7 (RSV)
Peter goes on later in that same chapter to be even more explicit about what is going to happen to this
physical planet when God’s judgment comes:
10

But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a loud
noise, and the elements will be dissolved with fire, and the earth and the works that are upon it will
be burned up. 11 Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of persons ought you to be
in lives of holiness and godliness, 12 waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God,
because of which the heavens will be kindled and dissolved, and the elements will melt with fire! 13
But according to his promise we wait for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness
dwells. 14 Therefore, beloved, since you wait for these, be zealous to be found by him without spot or
blemish, and at peace.
2 Peter 3:10-14 (RSV)
If you want to know in greater detail what God is going to do to judge unbelievers and how His wrath
will also affect the physical Earth itself, and bring it to a condition of utter ruin, then read the whole
book of Revelation, in particular chapters 6 to 19. There is going to be a series of cataclysmic
outpourings of God’s judgment on the unbelieving people of the world and also on the planet itself.
These will bring it to the point of devastation, even before the whole surface of the Earth is burned up.
However, the news is not all bad, because when that process of judgment is over God will then restore
both the earth’s atmosphere and its land surface. We will then have a brand new earth. It is going to
be perfect in every way, rather like it was to begin with, before Adam and Eve sinned. Apostle John
writes of this in the book of Revelation:
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed
away, and the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of
heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband; 3 and I heard a loud voice from
the throne saying, "Behold, the dwelling of God is with men. He will dwell with them, and they
shall be his people, and God himself will be with them; 4 he will wipe away every tear from their
eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning nor crying nor pain any more,
for the former things have passed away."
Revelation 21:1-4 (RSV)
Isaiah also referred to the new Earth, long before apostle John did:
"For as the new heavens and the new earth which I will make shall remain before me, says the
LORD; so shall your descendants and your name remain.
Isaiah 66:22 (RSV)
So, we now see the bigger picture. God will destroy the whole of the Earth’s surface and its
atmosphere with fire. Even before doing that, He will have largely already destroyed it all by many
other preliminary forms of judgment. However, when He has finished pouring out His judgment He
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will then recreate a perfect new Earth which will last forever and which will never be polluted or
damaged.
What then should our attitude be in relation to the current Earth’s atmosphere and to the environment
generally? The short answer is that God has made us stewards of this Earth. We therefore have a
duty to care for it and not to pollute it or to destroy the wildlife that live on it. In my own case, my
wife and I care for the birds in our vicinity. We make an effort to feed them with seeds and we also
plant a lot of shrubs and trees, especially those which produce berries of various types, or which host
a lot of insects for food. We also seek to provide good roosting and nesting areas. Every house we
have owned has ended up a better habitat for birds as a result of us living there.
So, that is to us both an interest and a responsibility. Nevertheless, we are also fully aware that in the
end every tree and shrub that we ever plant will be destroyed when God judges this world. He will
wipe it clean, ready to start again with a new Earth in the eternal state after the 1000 year Millennial
Kingdom is over. Thus we are not under any illusions that what we are doing now to care for the
birds in our area is going to “save the planet”. That is an impossible and futile objective.
Nobody can save the planet from God’s judgment. Nobody other than God can destroy it either. At
any rate, the Bible makes clear that it is going to be God Himself who will destroy it. Thus it is
foolish to think that we can either pre-empt or prevent that outcome. And it is foolish to make
ecology in general, or the control of carbon dioxide in particular, into the focus of our lives. But that
is what so many people are doing at present, even within the churches.
A wise person takes seriously the responsibility we have as stewards of the Earth during our time on
it. But they also take seriously what the Bible says about the future of this Earth and what God, not
man, is going to do to it. Every person I have ever heard who is impassioned about environmental
issues, and who has made those issues their central concern, seems to have paid no attention to Bible
prophecy. They do not take into account what the Bible says about God’s future plans in relation to
this Earth. That is surely a very major omission.
To adopt such a stance of wilful blindness is foolish, however well-intentioned it may be. It is to
operate solely on the basis of man’s ideas, without having any regard to what God says on this issue.
That is foolish in any context, but at the moment, the specific obsession with alleged climate change is
one area where this kind of folly is particularly widespread.
How can it make any sense to focus so much time, energy and money upon trying to preserve this
planet when God has very clearly said He is going to destroy it? He will destroy it no matter how
many trees we plant and no matter how little CO² we emit. Likewise, how can it be wise not to focus
upon the new, eternal and perfect earth which God is going to create when the judgment is over?
A wise person will get their priorities right and will focus on the eternal rather than the purely
temporary. That is what we should do now, instead of becoming wrapped up in the current hysteria
about alleged climate change. That would be the case even if the alleged warming was really
happening, and even if the alleged causal link between man-made CO2 and increased global
temperatures were both proved to be true.
However, there is no credible evidence to support either proposition, despite all the claims made.
Indeed, there is a worldwide petition, that had been signed by over 30,000 scientists the last time I
heard, in which they state that they do not believe that there is global warming, or that it is caused by
man-made CO2.
Little or no publicity is ever given to that petition by the world’s governments or media. Instead, they
keep saying that “scientists agree that the evidence is now overwhelming” etc. Yet they say that
without mentioning the petition, and without setting out what their supposed evidence actually is.
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